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A n appropriate response to the security threats of climate change requires an inter-
national network of strong partnerships with developing countries and emer-
ging economies. While many of the most significant climate policy challenges 

occur on the global stage, the key to adequate action in each region is to understand trends 
and responses to threats at lower levels. The consequences of extreme weather events, 
floods and droughts, for example, have foremost impacts at the local level, thus requir-
ing knowledge sharing, open debate and reflection with decision-makers, and wide 
engagement with a well-informed public.

In early 2011 the German Federal Foreign Office and adelphi initiated such engagement 
with diverse societal actors through a variety of foreign policy approaches. Broad regional 
consultations, public exhibitions, and bilateral discussions through innovative projects and 
an online platform have contributed not only to a better understanding of the characteristics 
of impacts in each region, but also to the establishment of dialogue between actors with 
different perspectives on climate change and security. 

With the above priorities in mind, four different approaches were  
implemented: 
›	A series of regional consultation processes in South and South East Asia, Africa and Latin 

America gathered representatives from civil society, academia and the public policy communities 
to discuss relevant implications in each region. Further events are being planned in South East 
Asia and Africa.

›	Region-specific public exhibitions on climate security risks – partly held alongside landmark glo-
bal events – further deepened the regional focus of outreach activities.

›	An online platform (ecc-platform.org) was established to increase information exchange by cre-
ating networks among stakeholders from the environment, foreign and security, development, 
and economic policy communities worldwide.

›	Bilateral projects funded by the German Federal Foreign Office Climate Fund and implemented 
through cooperation with 39 countries.

Reaching Out to  
Societies and  
Decision-Makers

ROAD AHEAD
GLOBAL LEVEL
CAPACITIES
OUTREACH
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The security consequences of climate change will be different in each continent and will 
interact with social, political and economic processes and capabilities unique to each 
region. Different ecoregions in South and South East Asia, Africa and Latin America will 
thus confront diverse challenges. 

REGIONAL CONSULTATION  
PROCESSES

In order to build up understanding of the particularities of each region in the face of cli-
mate change and further develop the engagement with and between diverse actors in 
their societies, the Federal Foreign Office carried out a series of dialogues in all these 
regions. Organised by adelphi in cooperation with local partners, the discussions provided 
a forum for local partners and experts from different countries in each region to exchange 
views and network.

The consultation processes were centred on roundtable discussions and scoping seminars 
in selected regions with stakeholders from governments and civil society. They were com-
plemented by an array of activities including public exhibitions on environment, conflict 
and cooperation; executive policy briefings for decision-makers; roundtables in universit-
ies; and briefings for journalists. In 2013, the focus lies on the African and South East 
Asian regions.

LOCATIONS
Africa

Pretoria, South Africa, 
Planned for 2013:

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
South East Asia

Planned for 2013:
Jakarta, Indonesia 

South Asia
New Delhi, India 

Latin America
Bogotá, Colombia 

Participants 
Decision-makers; 

diplomats; representatives 
from think tanks, NGOs 

and academic experts 
from each region; civil 

society, representatives 
from German Embassies, 

German development 
cooperation, and the 

German Federal Foreign 
Office.
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The African continent will be severely affected by climate change impacts. Among the 
major risks are scarcity of water, food and energy caused by temperature rise and extreme 
weather events, such as storms, floods and droughts. These impacts have the potential 
to undermine development and undo progress made in reducing poverty, attaining Millen-
nium Development Goals, and improving the socio-economic well-being of broad sectors 
of the population. In regions where scarce resources meet natural stresses and socio-
economic cleavages, climate change can act as a multiplier of existing threats to interna-
tional peace and security.

To better understand the linkages between climate change, resources and conflict in the 
African context and to develop targeted strategies for preventive action and diplomacy, 
the Federal Foreign Office and adelphi partnered with specialised local institutions to 
engage key stakeholders from the government, academia and civil society. Africa is one 
of the current focus regions.

Dialogues

›	Regional Roundtable Discussion on “Climate Change, Conflict and Cooperation in Southern  
Africa” in Pretoria, South Africa, September 2011.

›	Scoping Workshop in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, November 2012.

›	Regional Conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, planned for the end of 2013.

Complementary Activities

›	Public exhibition with regional focus showcasing in Durban, South Africa and Nairobi, Kenya and 
exhibition planned in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Local Partners

The German Federal Foreign Office and adelphi have worked in close collaboration with the African 
Institute for Security Studies (ISS), the African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC) and the South 
Africa based think tank One World to conduct research and implement the series of events.

Participants

›	Development and environmental policy experts and practitioners working in the region.

›	High-level diplomats, government representatives from African countries, the African Union, 
Germany and other development cooperation partners.

Current Topics and New Developments 

Future dialogues will discuss the implications of climate change in Africa for sectors such as food, 
water, energy and trade, and the consequences for resource security, livelihoods, cooperation and 
peace in the region. With a view to further developing a regional perspective on the topic and to 
draw up joint strategies for preventive action and cooperation, they will involve national decision- 

AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES ON CLIMATE  
CHANGE, COOPERATION AND PEACE

“	When resources are degraded, we start competing for them, whether it is at the  
local level in Kenya, where we had tribal clashes over land and water, or at the 
global level, where we are fighting over water, oil, and minerals. So one way to 
promote peace is to promote sustainable management and equitable distribution  
of resources.”

WANGARI MAATHAI
The late Kenyan environ-
mental activist, former MP 
and Assistant Minister of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources, and Nobel 
Peace Prize winner

makers, representatives from the African Union and other regional organisations, as well as 
research institutions and NGOs from across the continent. 

Topical entry points for climate diplomacy in Africa include

Agriculture: Africa’s high dependence on natural resources and agricultural products as an eco
nomic basis makes the continent particularly vulnerable to climate change. Therefore, integrating 
mitigation and adaptation actions in agricultural practices is essential. Potential fields for regional 
climate diplomacy and cooperation are the provision of adequate finance and technology to build 
resilience in the agricultural sectors, the sustainable use and maintenance of ecosystems and 
biodiversity, and assessments of agricultural Loss and Damage due to climate change to inform 
the UNFCCC work programme on this topic.

Water security: Many parts of Africa already face water scarcity, and climate change is likely to 
enhance this problem in many regions through reduced rainfall, increased evapo-transpiration or 
saltwater intrusion. Improving regional knowledge on the impacts of climate change on water re-
sources and hydro-meteorological observation infrastructure, as well as promoting trans-boundary 
cooperation along essential river basins, could enhance water security and climate resilience in 
the region.
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SOUTH EAST ASIAN PERSPECTIVES:  
REGIONAL PRIORITIES FOR  
CLIMATE DIPLOMACY

South East Asia is considered to be one of the regions that is most vulnerable to long-term 
climatic changes, which will have potential security implications. Regional warming, gla-
cier melt, sea level rise, changing precipitation patterns, salt water intrusion and extreme 
weather events will bring about increased climate risks. Rapid population growth, eco-
nomic development in coastal areas and increasing resource and energy demands exacer-
bate these vulnerabilities.

Dialogues

›	 Initial informal consultations have taken place and a South East Asia regional scoping workshop 
is planned for autumn 2013 with a view to a possible regional seminar in 2014. 

Local Partners

Supported by the German Federal Foreign Office, adelphi has consulted with the Centre for Stra-
tegic and International Studies in Jakarta and the Centre for Non-Traditional Security Studies 
in Singapore to explore further engagement possibilities.

Current Topics and New Developments 

Against the background of regional vulnerabilities, concrete proposals for regional diplomatic ac-
tion should be developed. Potential entry points are:

Food security: Increased disaster risks and erratic rainfall due to climate change can compromise 
food security. For sustainable development, it is vital to adapt to these risks, first of all by jointly 
assessing vulnerabilities. In South East Asia, as in other regions, securing access to food has be-
come a matter of geostrategic importance. International cooperation can help to improve food se-
curity, a common strategy is yet to be developed. This could present an important opportunity to 
initiate joint diplomatic action and forge a regional food security strategy for South East Asia.

Energy security: Climate risks have implications for securing energy supply. In particular in South 
East Asia, energy demand is rising fast. At the same time, there are global efforts to mitigate cli-
mate change by reducing emissions. These two trends present an opportunity to address them 
jointly through the concept of a sustainable or green economy, which focuses on promoting renew
able energies and resource efficiency. This can help to improve energy access, adapt to climate 
change, and safeguard livelihoods and economic development, while contributing to climate chan-
ge mitigation. Foreign climate policy can support such a process in many ways, for example by 
sharing experiences and promoting technology cooperation.
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Asia

Climate change will have a wide range of repercussions in Asia. Among the major risks 
are natural disasters such as storms, floods and droughts, and scarcity of water, food and 
energy. These impacts have the potential to slow economic growth and other progress, 
hampering development and putting livelihoods at risk. In regions where scarce resources 
meet natural stresses and socio-economic cleavages, climate change can act as a multi-
plier of threats to international peace and security.

To better account for differences between the various sub-regions with respect to the 
linkages between climate change, resources and conflict, and to better develop targeted 
strategies for preventive action and diplomacy, the German Federal Foreign Office and 
adelphi have so far focused on two sub-regions: South Asia and South East Asia. South 
East Asia is one of the current focus regions.
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South Asian Perspectives on Water, 
Climate Change and Conflict

South Asia, in particular the glacial areas of the Himalayas, will be significantly affected 
by climate change. Decreased availability of natural resources and increasing frequency 
and intensity of natural disasters will be the main challenges.

Addressing these issues in a regional setting can help build capacities for early warning 
and early action, strengthening regional conflict prevention. A number of further oppor-
tunities for cooperation that have so far been neglected include the need to expand rain-
water harvesting infrastructure, address the problem of water pollution, and improve 
the availability of data.

Dialogues

›	Regional Roundtable Discussion on “Water, Climate Change and Conflict in South Asia” in New 
Delhi, India, April 2011.

Complementary Activities

›	Public exhibition with regional focus showcasing in New Delhi and Orissa, India.

Local Partners

The German Federal Foreign Office and adelphi worked with The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI) in New Delhi, India – a longstanding research institute and one of the most respected global 
think tanks on energy and the environment. TERI’s research focuses on Earth Systems and climate 
change, among other fields. Its Executive Director, Rajendra K. Pachauri, is also the Chairperson of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Participants

›	 Indian and German government officials.

›	Natural and social science experts from Bangladesh, India and Nepal.

“	Political boundaries are purely artificial in the light of what water  
means to ecosystems and humans.”

Rajendra  
K. Pachauri 

Chairperson of the 
Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC)
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The Latin American region is home to several hotspots of severe climate change impacts. 
The Caribbean, comprising both the island states and coastal countries, will be afflicted 
by increased temperatures, intensified and more frequent extreme weather events and 
increased water stress. Countries in the Amazon Basin will be faced with rising temper-
atures, increasing droughts, soil degradation and the detrimental consequences these will 
have on agriculture. 

The Andean region is already facing increased temperatures and rapid glacier melt, and 
is expected to face increasing precipitation variability, which will in turn impact on water 
supply and agriculture. The intense floods experienced in Colombia, Peru and Bolivia in 
recent years give an impression of the significant impacts that climate variability, climate 
change and intensified natural disasters can have in the Andean ecoregion.

Dialogues

›	Regional Roundtable Discussion on “Climate Change and Security in the Andean Region”  
in Bogotá, Colombia, January 2012.

Complementary Activities

›	Public exhibition with regional focus showcasing in Porto Alegre, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.

Local Partners

The German Federal Foreign Office and adelphi have partnered up with the Universidad de los 
Andes to organise events in the region. Its Department of Political Science encompasses the Cen-
tre for International Studies (CEI) and the Program on Armed Conflict and Peacebuilding (ConPaz). 
The Brazilian NGO Vitae Civilis – Institute for Development, Environment and Peace was the key 
partner for preparing the regional focus for the public exhibition.

Participants

›	Social and natural scientists with expertise in Colombia, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Peru.

›	Colombian government officials and representatives from the German Federal Foreign Office and 
other German agencies.

Current Topics / New Developments

The Latin American region will continue to be a focus of climate diplomacy efforts as attention  
focuses on the 20th Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC in 2014, which will be held in Peru. 

“	Current development policies in the region are increasing the  
countries’ vulnerability to climate change. We could even say that  
we have a policy of de-adaptation in place.” 

Manuel Rodríguez 
Becerra

Former Colombian 
Environment Minister

LATIN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES  
ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND SECURITY
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Engaging the wider public in the debate around climate diplomacy is a strategic objective. 
adelphi and the German Federal Foreign Office have devised an integrated communica-
tions concept that provides comprehensive information to societies and decision-makers, 
with the overall aim of facilitating the debate by familiarising stakeholders with the cli-
mate diplomacy debate. All communication products feature a similar design so that they 
are intuitively recognised as part of the same concept. Importantly, their structure facil-
itates and supports the formation of regional perspectives, and allows climate diplomacy 
to be viewed through different lenses to ensure its relevance in various contexts – an essen-
tial element of our overall approach.

The key communication products are:

›	a comprehensive climate diplomacy documentation booklet 

›	an online information platform and newsletter

›	a touring exhibition, exhibition website and brochure

›	several briefs and documents for specific events and activities

The website www.climate-diplomacy.org comprises information on all of our activities 
related to climate diplomacy, including electronic versions of all booklets, briefs, and doc-
umentations. It is embedded within the broader www.ecc-platform.org website, which 
functions as a clearing house for resources and exchange on environment, conflict and 
cooperation (ECC) theory, policy and practice. 

Furthermore, the platform supports a regionally focused debate, not only by providing 
region-specific information, but also by fostering and including a global network of part-
ners with regional expertise, part of a three-pronged approach to cooperation:
›	 institutionalised partnerships with regular contributions to the website with expert organisations 

from around the globe

›	news partnerships with other platforms to exchange knowledge and relevant content

›	mailing lists that allow for targeted dissemination of information (e.g. regionally)

COMMUNICATION TOOLS: 
INFORMING THE DEBATE

THE HUB OF OUR COMMUNICATION  
STRATEGY: THE ONLINE PLATFORM

In addition, the platform serves as a hub for several  
spin-off products:

›	a regular newsletter with several thousand subscribers, providing articles and information 
on interesting current developments, studies, events, and initiatives

›	video interviews with selected experts worldwide

›	a Facebook page to keep subscribers posted on current developments
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In 2005, at the initiative of the German Federal Foreign Office, adelphi created a touring 
exhibition to increase awareness and understanding of environment, conflict and cooper-
ation linkages and trigger a wider debate on these issues in the public and political 
domains. So far, the exhibition has toured more than 40 cities in 13 countries. Informative 
text, photos, and graphics give concrete examples to help explore the complex interac-
tions between the concepts.

The exhibition illustrates the ways in which environmental change can trigger or exacer-
bate conflicts and lead to new security threats. Yet in addition, it also shows ways in which 
environmental cooperation and sustainable development can contribute to peace and sta-
bility. Different modules focus on climate change, livelihood security, conflict resources, 
energy security, water conflicts, environmental peacemaking, and conflict prevention and 
mitigation.

In 2011, adelphi expanded the exhibition to include new modules on specific regional chal-
lenges, in cooperation with regional partners from China, Brazil, India and South Africa. 
The new modules added two new languages – Chinese and Portuguese – to the existing 
exhibition. Launch events were opened by embassy officials, and accompanied by public 
panel discussions addressing regional climate security risks. The Chinese exhibition was 

showcased in Guangzhou, Kunming, Chongqing, Jinan and Changchun at universities and 
conferences, and will be displayed in Beijing and other Chinese cities in 2013. The Brazilian 
public was able to see the exhibition in Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo and Porto Alegre. With 
the kick-off of the German-Brazilian Year in May 2013, the exhibition will travel Brazil for 
at least another year. 

In addition, as part of the “Environment, Conflict and Cooperation” education days in Berlin, 
the German exhibition was showcased at the Federal Press Office and several school 
classes took part in guided tours offered by adelphi. The exhibition website, 
www.ecc-exhibition.org, displays all the information surrounding contents, locations and 
upcoming dates.

“	Foreign Ministries – through the network of diplomatic representation – have  
the power to communicate not only risk analysis results but also sustainable  
solutions in fields such as water, energy or technology cooperation. The exhibition  
is one such means of communication and part of a comprehensive climate  
diplomacy initiative.”

Viktor Elbling
Director-General for 
Economic Affairs at the 
Federal Foreign Office

PUBLIC EXHIBITION: ENVIRONMENT,  
CONFLICT AND COOPERATION

PAST locations 
Brazil: Porto Alegre, São 
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 

during Rio+20
Canada: Ottawa,  

Toronto, Winnipeg
China: Beijing, Chongqing, 

Guangzhou, Jinan, 
Kunming, Zhuhai

Europe: London, The 
Hague, Barcelona, Bern, 
Vienna and more than 20 

locations in Germany
India: New Delhi, Orissa

Kenya: Nairobi
South Africa: Durban

 Regional Partners 
Vitae Civilis in Brazil

Chinese Society for 
Sustainable Development 

(CSSD) in China
Institute of Security 

Studies in Ethiopia for 
future exhibitions

The Energy Research 
Institute (TERI) in India

OneWorld in South Africa

Participants
Interested public,  

policy-makers, civil 
society, government and 

embassy officials.
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FOREIGN OFFICE  
CLIMATE FUND PROJECTS

QUIZ AND ART COMPETITION  
FOR CHILDREN IN BANGLADESH

ENGAGING BRAZILIAN PARLIAMENTARIANS

Since its establishment in 2011, the Federal Foreign Office Climate Fund has financed pro-
jects in various countries, with the aim of raising awareness of climate change and its con-
sequences, and with a focus on presenting possible solutions. 

The long-term goal is to help build commitment amongst decision-makers, scientists 
and the general public for the negotiation of a new, globally binding climate protection 
agreement by 2015 as well as for the development and implementation of more ambi-
tious national climate policies between today and 2020. Bangladesh has a fast-growing medium-sized economy and is particularly affected by cli-

mate change. With 53 percent of its population below the age of 24, Bangladesh seeks to 
engage its youngest citizens and generate knowledge and awareness for the protection 
of the environment, as well as for climate change mitigation and adaptation. For this 
purpose, the German Embassy, in cooperation with local partners, carried out an art and 
quiz competition on the topic of climate change among schools in the capital, Dhaka. During 
the game, the young participants, ranging from first to ninth class, learned scientific facts 
about climate change, possible impacts and measures to combat global warming. The 
results were publicised throughout the quiz competition amongst various stakeholders, 
including children, their parents, teachers and local media. 

Brazil is the ninth largest energy consumer in the world. Its rising energy consumption is 
now at a crossroads, as hydropower, fossil fuels, nuclear and renewable sources compete 
to fuel the booming economy. In this context, Brazil is in a vigorous search for a sustain-
able energy system that can meet present and future challenges. Therefore, the country’s 
leaders are looking for knowledge and insights on innovative technologies for harnessing 
renewable energies and improving energy efficiency.

Financed by the Climate Fund of the German Federal Foreign Office, Brazilian parliament-
arians were invited to Germany to exchange knowledge on the benefits of sustainable 
energy systems with environmental decision-makers. The knowledge exchange with 
German experts provided an opportunity to promote the benefits of renewable energies 
and prepare the ground for more fruitful German-Brazilian cooperation. 
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TRILATERAL EXCHANGE ON RENEWABLE 
ENERGIES IN RUSSIA

CAIRO CLIMATE TALKS (CCT)

Economic and industrial cooperation between Germany and the Russian Federation, as 
well as between European and Russian companies, has been developing dynamically. In 
order to modernise and diversify its economy, Russia is giving increasing consideration 
to renewable energies. In this context, a Business Roundtable Conference on Renewable 
Energies and Climate in Moscow was co-organised by the German and British Embassies 
together with a local partner. The conference was co-financed by the Climate Fund of the 
German Federal Foreign Office and the United Kingdom Foreign & Commonwealth Office. 

As partners with leading technologies in the area of renewable energies, Germany and the 
United Kingdom were able to offer lessons learned and insights for Russian officials, 
industry leaders, academia and non-governmental organisations. Furthermore, they 
highlighted the potential for the use of renewable energies in the Russian Federation.

Building on the strong partnership between Egypt and Germany in the fields of environ-
ment and energy, the German Embassy initiated a platform in 2011 to exchange experi-
ences, raise awareness and foster cooperation between policy-makers, businesses, the 
scientific community and civil society. The Cairo Climate Talks are organised jointly by 
the German Embassy and the Egyptian Ministries of Foreign Affairs and the Environment. 
The monthly podium discussions with leading policy-makers and experts from around the 
world are accompanied by capacity building workshops and roundtable discussions for 
practitioners from Egypt. 

Ongoing talks have touched upon diverse topics, including the role of the youth in facing 
challenges posed by climate change, such as adaptation of urban communities and find-
ing sustainable water solutions for Egypt. So far, the CCTs have attracted hundreds of par-
ticipants from civil society, policy-makers, practitioners and experts from academia.

“	The international climate negotiations are crucial for the future of Egypt in 
particular, because we all know that if we do not reach a stop of global warming, 
there will be catastrophic consequences for this country, for example because of  
sea level rise. So we have to fight to prevent this from happening and seize the 
opportunities in our combat against global warming in terms of job creation  
and sustainable development.” 

MICHAEL BOCK
German Ambassador 

to Egypt
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Brazil
Vitae Civilis, São Paulo

China
Chinese Society for Sustainable Development (CSSD), Beijing

Ethiopia 
Institute for Security Studies (ISS), Addis Ababa 
Africa Climate Policy Centre (ACPC), United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Addis Ababa

India
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), New Delhi

South Africa
OneWorld, Cape Town

United States
George V. Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio

Partners



www.climate-diplomacy.org
www.ecc-platform.org
www.auswaertiges-amt.de 
www.adelphi.de


